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In an early chapter of their book ‘The
Idea of the Digital University’, Frank
McCluskey and Melanie Winters quote
the playwright Eugene Ionesco, ‘all history
is a succession of crises, rupture,
repudiations, resistances’. The authors’
larger idea here is that the 21st-century
university is also not exempt from the
current socio-technological crisis and
rupture occurring through the present
digital revolution. The book conducts an
exploration of the relatively new
phenomenon of the digital online
university through perspectives of ancient
traditions, disruptive technologies, and
current debates occurring in the field of
higher education. What is really to be
enjoyed in this book is the text’s wide
berth, situating the 21st-century online
university in a wide historical trajectory
and within ongoing present discussions.
Larger questions that the book grapples
with surround how the institution of the
traditional university is transforming into
larger sets of digital assets to be managed
— how and by whom?
Erudite, balanced and measured,
McCluskey’s philosophy/academic
administration background is in evidence,
examining the online university from
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perspectives ranging from McLuhan and
the Toronto School of Harold Innis’s
Empire and Communication, to classic
philosophical landscapes (Plato, Aristotle,
Kant). The book also importantly situates
the online university in the context of
‘learning’ and within current technological
possibility. The text traverses a historical
evolution of the university, ranging from
histories of American universities, both the
ivy leagues and recent for-profits, to the
historical foundations of the institutions at
Oxford and the Sorbonne, and to the
completely new digital entrants. Present
developments of the 21st-century
university as database are also explored,
including the wealth of digital asset, data
and media to be managed, mined,
explored and organised. To be sure, this is
a fair and balanced text containing a
multiplicity of views and offering plenty
of room to reflect on the complex debates
currently occurring on our campuses.
Winter’s background adds the
lesser-known ground of the digital
transformation of the university registrar’s
office, university libraries, student funding
and various operational divisions, all
explored and interlinked through the
technological paradigm shift occurring.
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Book review

Various sections of this text are worth
bookmarking: big data, analytics and the
online classroom especially are drawn in
careful interrelation. The authors’ division
of university governance into
‘bureaucracy-centred’, ‘learning-centred’ or
‘teacher-centred’ is also useful for anyone
coming to grips with new academic
technology possibilities and how to manage
the digital assets now contained therein.
The book is highly readable: informed and
eloquent while not shying away from
current contentious debate. Accreditation
and online versus face-to-face teaching are
all examined from various perspectives. The
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authors also ask near the book’s end ‘What
of those teaching moments that cannot be
analytically measured or that may be lost?
How much can be automated and what
must remain for a university to retain its
soul?’ (p. 174). Quoting Yeats, the authors
comment, ‘Education is not the filling of a
pail but the lighting of a fire’. The book is
highly recommended for those interested
in the future of education and our
universities.
Ray Uzwyshyn
Director of Libraries,
American Public University System

Vol. 1, 4 394–395

Journal of Digital Media Management

395

The Idea of the Digital University: Ancient Traditions, Disruptive Technologies and the Battle for the Soul of Higher Education by Frank
McCluskey and Melanie Winter. Abelard to Apple: The Fate of American Colleges and Universities by Richard A. DeMillo. Is a College
Education Still Worth the Price? A Dean's Sobering Perspective by Richard Schwartz. Higher Education and Employability: New Models
for Integrating Study by Peter J. Stokes. The Innovative University: Changing the DNA of Higher Education from the Inside Out by
Clayton M. Christensen and Henry J. Eyring. The Idea of the Digital ... The idea that digital is all about technology is a common
misconception. Of course, technology plays an important role, but it is simply the canvas upon which the digital experience is created.
Many universities looking for a digital quick fix, procure new technology platforms via their IT departments without first understanding the
wider role of digital across the institution. IT-led programmes seldom deliver the anticipated benefits and can disadvantage universities
while they wait for outcomes that never materialise.Â Academics and staff donâ€™t automatically know how to use social media for the
benefit of the university without the appropriate guidance and support. Digital Technologies in Higher Education: Sweeping Expectations
and Actual Effects book downloads. Direct Hits Core Vocabulary of the SAT 5th Edition (2013) (Volume 1) e-book pdf. Download A
History of American Higher Education, 2nd Edition ebook pdf. Download Basic Geriatric Nursing, 5e (Wold, Basic Geriatric Nursing).Â
The Idea of the Digital University: Ancient Traditions, Disruptive Technologies and the Battle for the Soul of Higher Education read
online. The LSAT Trainer: A remarkable self-study guide for the self-driven student e-book downloads. The Mathematics of Finance
(Pure and Applied Undergraduate Texts) online. The article proves that digital technologies in application with traditional methods of
music education can be an effective means of developing an ensemble culture. Two different methods of working with string ensembles
are presented, one of which is in the childrenâ€™s philharmonic in the city of Yekaterinburg, Article details Download article (PDF).
Proceedings Article. Information Technology in the Development of Intonational Hearing of Musicians in the Process of Studying at a
University. L.V. Yasinskikh, Syaolin Lyu, Lu Min. The article proves the perspective of information technology in The Idea of the Digital
University: Ancient Traditions, Disruptive Technologies and the Battle for the Soul of Higher Education. F B Mccluskey. M L Winter.
2016 Survey of Technology Enhanced Learning for higher education in the UK. Research. Full-text available.Â Prospects for higher
education are discussed in the context of technologies and globalization sweeping over the world and affecting many of the world
economy sectors. The report describes opportunities that will appear ahead of universities if they go for radical transformations in their
key institutions, and analyzes the risks that may arise if such transformations lose to the challenges of the 21st century. The model of a
traditional 21st century university and its functions are characterized.

