"Gould's Book of Fish" was romantic while, "The Narrow Road to the Deep North" was brutal, tragic and in your face. Both were insanely
brilliant, but for, obviously, very different reasons; Also try, "Snow Falling on Cedars" by David Guterson which was a story about lost
love, the human condition and about what war can do to people and the people around them.Â Richard Flanagan's opening line may
resonate with readers as they polish off the final sentence of his novel "Gould's Book of Fish." The "Book of Fish," a book within the
book, is discovered in a junk shop by Sid Hammet, an amiable con man in Tasmania, who makes a sort of living ("if it wasn't that good,
nor was it all that bad") bilking porky American tourists by selling them old crap marketed as "antiques." Gould's book of fish. A Novel in
12 Fish. By Richard Flanagan. 404 pages. Grove Press. $27.50. ''Gould's Book of Fish'' is a novel about fish the way ''Moby-Dick'' is a
novel about whales, or ''Ulysses'' is a novel about the events of a single day.Â The fish Gould so obsessively paints -- in 12 different
colors, 12 different moods -- become representative figures of the people he encounters on his travels, as well as symbolic renderings of
his own most deeply held dreams and fears. Yet the novel, which was inspired by a series of fish paintings made by a 19th-century
convict and forger named William Buelow Gould, is not simply an imagined account of its hero's picaresque life. Find many great new &
used options and get the best deals for Gould's Book of Fish: A Novel in Twelve Fish by Richard Flanagan (Hardback, 2002) at the best
online prices at eBay! Free delivery for many products!Â In 1828, before all living things were destroyed, William Buelow Gould, a
convict in Van Diemen's Land, fell in love with a black woman and discovered, too late, that love is not safe. Product Identifiers.
Publisher. Richard Flanagan's latest novel, Gould's Book of Fish, tells old stories in unlikely places: the last pages are penned at the
bottom of the ocean. Flanagan, a Tasmanian, has sought to tell the story of his homeland. His first novel, Death of a River Guide, is
narrated by a drowning man as the story of the island is revealed to him.Â While imprisoned, he made watercolours of local fish which
were collected into a book: 12 are reproduced here as plates that serve as chapter prefaces. The chapters are in turn named after them.
Each is printed in a different colour ink, corresponding to the substances Gould uses to pen his account: red for kangaroo blood, blue for
crushed stolen precious stone, brown for his own excrement and so on. Download the new Independent Premium app. Gouldâ€™s
Book of Fish â€¦ is just such a great book, by turns bawdy and pensive, moving and abrasive, visionary and squalid, apocalyptic and
confessional.â€™ â€”The Washington Post. â€˜One part Rabelais, one part GarcÃa MÃ¡rquez, one part Ned Kelly.â€™ â€”The New
York Times Book Review. â€˜Gouldâ€™s Book of Fish is a novel about fish the way that Moby Dick is a novel about a whale or Ulysses
is a novel about the events of a single day â€¦ a wondrous, phantasmagorical meditation on art and history and nature.â€™ â€”Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times. â€˜An astonishing masterpiece that challenges, provokes, and enterta

