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June 26 marks the 70th anniversary of the beginning of the Berlin Airlift, Americaâ€™s first major test of resolve during the Cold War
and one of the largest humanitarian aid missions in history. Never heard of it? Well, youâ€™re in luck â€“ weâ€™ve summed the
history up for you here. Post-World War II Division of Germany. After World War II ended, Germany was in ruins, and the situation in its
capital, Berlin, was dire. About 2.5 million Berliners were still living in the war-ravaged city, but food was scarce and shelter was hard to
find amid all the rubble. The economy was mostly black market goods The Berlin Crisis of 1961 (German: Berlin-Krise) occurred
between 4 June â€“ 9 November 1961, and was the last major politic-military European incident of the Cold War about the occupational
status of the German capital city, Berlin, and of postâ€“World War II Germany. The Berlin Crisis started when the USSR launched an
ultimatum demanding the withdrawal of all armed forces from Berlin, including the Western armed forces in West Berlin. The crisis
culminated in the city's de facto partition with the East The Cold War. Primary Menu. Skip to content.Â The Allied occupation forces
were shocked by the devastation in Berlin. After more than five years of war, shortages, Allied bombing then Soviet bombardment, the
former German capital had almost no means of sustaining itself. Greater Berlin produced only two per cent of its food requirements; the
rest had to be shipped in from rural areas. Food supplies were exhausted and thousands of Berliners were starving. Months of heavy
bombing had destroyed buildings, factories, homes and critical infrastructure.

